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Operations of the Spirit of
God
John Nelson Darby

"And what is the exceeding
greatness of his power to usward
who believe, according to the
working of his mighty power which
he wrought in Christ, when he
raised him from the dead, and set
him at his own right hand in the
heavenly places. And you hath he
quickened...even when we were
dead in sins, hath quickened us
together with Christ, and hath
raised us up together, and made us
sit together in heavenly places in
Christ." So in Col. 2:13: "And you
hath he quickened together with

him, having forgiven vyou all
trespasses." "If ye then be risen
with Christ."

The operation of the Spirit of
God; while acting in divine power, is
to bring us into living association
with Christ. His operation in us is to
make good in us, to connect us
with, to reveal to us, and to bring us
into the power of, all that is verified
in Christ, as the second Adam, the
risen Man, in life, office, and
glory-"he that is joined to the Lord
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is one spirit." We are "heirs
together," "suffering together that
we may be glorified together," and
thus finally "conformed*to the
image" of God's Son, in that God
"hath quickened us together," and
"hath raised us up together, and
made us sit together," etc. (Eph.
2:5, 6). And the Spirit of God works
in us thus in life, and in service, and
suffering, and lastly in glory, in the
resurrection of our bodies also.

The Spirit is spoken of first, as
quickening; and secondly, as
indwelling. We are born of the
Spirit. As regards individuals so
quickened, as indwelling, it
associates them with the glory of
Christ, as it sheds abroad also God's
love in the heart, and with the
power of Christ's life, as having
eternal life-life in Himself as Son of
God; and it also reveals and makes
them, according to His good
pleasure, instruments of the
revelation of His glory as Son of
man: this consequent upon
ascension, as the former is declared
and witnessed in resurrection. The
special subject of which He is
witness in the Church corporately,
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constituting the Church the present
faithful witness, is, that Jesus Christ
is Lord, which is immediately
connected with the glory, "to the
glory of God the Father."

John 3 first brings the subject
of the operations of the Spirit
before us at large. "A man must be
born again," born of water and of
the Spirit. But while this is generally
taken simply that he must be
regenerate to be saved, the passage
states much more. He cannot see
nor enter into the kingdom of God,
a kingdom composed of earthly
things and heavenly things, of
which a Jew must be born again to
be a partaker (however much he
fancied himself a child of the
kingdom) even in its earthly things,
which Nicodemus, as a teacher of
Israel, ought to have known, as
from Ezek. 36:21-38; and to the
heavenly things of which the Lord
could not direct them then, save as
showing the door, even the cross, a
door which opened into better and
higher things: wherein (as, in the
Spirit's work, being prerogative
power, "so was every one that was
born of the Spirit," and Gentiles

3

BiEBE TERRHE W
,‘J<_v,<)u>jﬂ o
RIE

KN3EEFME BRI
NARMEEZEETHF
@ T AMmEBEESE ) 1
KFEESE - BEESHE
BHEBASANEENE
£ BEERNGIHES -
TEBLIEI ANTENE
SRt 4536:21-38H 15
-t ABEE RAEAH
BHNEXSYAHB
BRI - BmRKANEBEE
£ 787 ( Emtuo
ARKEBB D H KB
R ) RXBINEBEHS
Y) . IRBANEY) - +
Agete~ s - EIY A8
FEREESSEYNTF
RS ARSI ABESR
mifE - m " NIEEEZESE
R 2t ) SEEEE
E1TFENEBED - At
INFEASLIEESE
B AEEZENAZR
¥ MEEARAEEE
Ik BHY - TESHEA
BIFEH XA HEWH



therefore might be partakers of it;
for it made, not found, men what it
would have them) the Lord
declared that God loved not the
Jew only, but the world.

The justification of the Church
is identified with living grace; for it
has it, because quickened together
with Him, as out of the grave,
where He buried all its sins. Thus
are necessarily connected
regeneration and justification; and
the operation of the Spirit is not a
mere acting on the faculties, a work
quite separate from Christ, and to
be known by its fruits, while the
death of Christ is something left to
reason about; but it is a quickening
together with Christ out of my
trespasses and sins, in which | find
myself indeed morally dead, but
Him judicially dead for me, and
therefore forgiven and justified
necessarily, as so quickened. The
resurrection of Christ proves that
there will be a judgment, says the
Apostle (Acts 17). It proves that
there will be none for me, says the
Spirit by the same blessed apostle;
for He was raised for my
justification. He was dead under my
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sins; God has raised Him, and where
are they? The Church is quickened
out of Jesus's grave, where the sins
were left.

The operations of the Spirit, in
giving us life in the Son, and
revealing the glory (ours therefore
withal) into which He has brought
His manhood, and which
consequently is revealed in it
answer just to this statement of the
Lord concerning Himself. Our
communion-living communion with
Him and the Father-and our
apprehension and expression of the
glory which is His; of these two John
4 and 7 speak. In these chapters
and elsewhere we have to remark,
that we are taught, not of the
Spirit's operating on, but dwelling in
us. The Spirit of God does operate
on, in convincing, renewing, and
quickening us. This being done by
the word, it is by faith wherein (that
is, in the reception of the word) we
are quickened (that is, the
revelation of Christ). "We are all the
children of God by faith in Jesus
Christ." "Of his own will begat he us
by the word of truth, that we might
be a kind of first-fruits of his
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creatures." These are sufficient to
show the manner of the operation:
how, being a testimony, the natural
man rejects it, though guilty for so
doing, for it is God's testimony; and
how it is effectual, in the quickening
power of the Spirit, but is by faith in
consequence of the instrument
employed. The power of it | have
already spoken of; whence we see,
while they that believe not make
God a liar, they that believe have
the witness in themselves; for they
are made livingly partakers, in
communion, of what they believe.

The Spirit, who takes up His
abode in the believer, is a spirit of
peace and joy, a spirit of witness of
all that Christ is and has done, and,
we must add, of the Father's
perfect acceptance of both.

That the natural man rejects
these things and receives them not,
we shall see; but the conscience
being awakened, and peace made,
the Spirit is witness to the renewed
soul of them.

Now, in John 5 we have the
Spirit's operation, wherein, as to
the manner, the dead hear the
voice of the Son of God, and they
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that hear live; and though, by the
Spirit, it is still the Son speaking
from heaven.

| turn now to the instruction
which chapter 4 supplies, where it
is compared to the living water; and
we see at once the stupidity and
incapability of the flesh to receive
the things of the Spirit in the
repeated replies of the woman to
the statements of the Lord, which,
one would have supposed, must
have awakened her to something
beyond her ordinary thoughts. It is
not the capacity of the flesh to
receive it, but the revelation of the
Lord concerning it, that | now refer
to. It is not as a quickening agent He
now speaks of it, but as a gift-that
which was given by Him. Here, we
must remark, Christ is the giver, not
the gift. "He that drinketh of the
water that | shall give him" (it is
spoken of as indwelling), "it shall be
in him a well of water." Given as the
energy of indwelling life, divinely
given-the gift of God (as afterward)
that | shall give him-it springs up
into everlasting life. It is divine life
from the Son, enjoyed by the power
of the Holy Ghost dwelling in us;

7

R BHREER L
FRER -

RS ERA 4 EFR
12K B K AEEEER Y
ZE - BB RAER
HETHNRBPURER
N kESEEERES
) FRORBRBREREE - TAE A
&8 A b 78 I BE it 2 #8
=20 EE - REA
PBEEETD  HAHEESE
FHBURT BE - B2
SEREW - SR E]
A2 — B B EE g R
T Mme—EEME N
BHl - HMESES /O
= EEIEBEE M
AR - T ABBE
FrEgRIK ( iR E N
)  EMEBEAASR
R o BRI EREE
= 1TEHB N E 4 a5 B9 B
7 2B NN HER
B BEIKE (L
4:14) - EeEEFER
MEEEZENEE N ME
SRBFRI@ELED - A~
= E A E AR R I 18
MWE  MIEEASEDGHX
Bt - FLURRE A2 A BR oK



not as the Spirit of God revealing
His glory;, but the power of life,
having its communion and result in
the eternal source from which it
flows.

Through this operation of the
Spirit, so indwelling, with our new
man, it is that God is specially
known and enjoyed; but being the
Spirit of the Son, in that we are
quickened of the Son, God specially
enjoyed and worshipped as the
Father. This is the great result of
the revelation of the Son, and our
life in and by Him. And herein is
eternal life; John 17:2.

We know Him as sons; but it is
God who is known and enjoyed.
This we find hinted at in this fourth
chapter of John: "God is a Spirit:
and they that worship him must
worship in spirit and in truth": but it
is said just before, "shall worship
the Father in spirit and in truth: for
the Father seeketh such to worship
him." This communion with and
knowledge of God is matter of
exceeding joy-l mean, knowing Him
and enjoying Him as God. But
though the joy may be weakened,
the spring of righteous confidence
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in God is there; and, indeed, we are
thrown more abstractedly and
essentially upon God. We should
joy in God at all times; but we are
apt to turn to the blessings
conferred, and in a measure to
forget the Blesser. See Psa. 63
Hence the deprivation, that we may
remember Him. But properly, this
well of water springing up into
everlasting life is that partaking of
the divine nature in which ("having
escaped") we joy in God, repose in
Him, delight in Him, are filled into
His fullness, know Him indeed in
the blessedness of actual
revelation; but still in the name of
God, as such, the power of this
communion is conveyed, being
rooted and grounded in love,
knowing God, and known of Him, it
supposes all the rest of truth, and it
is found in Christ. "He hath given us
an understanding that we should
know him that is true; and we are in
him that is true, that is, in his Son
Jesus Christ: he is the true God and
eternal life." Of this we have the
perfect exhibition in Jesus, in spite
of all trial; for how should the Spirit,
which dwelt in all fullness in Him,
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even as a man, be grieved with
divine perfectness? "Our fellowship
is with the Father, and with his Son,
Jesus Christ." "That the love [says
the Lord, speaking of the converse,
and therefore the power of this]
wherewith thou hast loved me, may
be in them, and | in them"; and so,
as to the form of it, as it were, with
us: "In that day, ye shall know that |
am in my Father, and ye in me, and
| in you."

Though the Spirit is life, and he
that is joined to the Lord is one
spirit, and Christ as quickening
Spirit is our life, yet the Holy Ghost
is also spoken of as personally
acting in power on our souls-acting
in blessing; for He is God; and while
we are made partakers of the divine
nature, and have this life of God in
us as born of Him, yet this is not the
Holy Ghost; for the Holy Ghost is
God. Therefore we read, "The Spirit
itself beareth witness with our
spirits that we are children of God,
and if children, then heirs"; and
therefore, the scripture speaks of
the inner spiritual man being
strengthened, renewed, as
"strengthened with might by his
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Spirit in the inner man." Though our
outward man perish, our "inner
man is renewed day by day"; so
"the washing of regeneration, and
renewing of the Holy Ghost, which
he shed on us abundantly through
Jesus Christ our Savior."

We shall see that it s
connected with, and consequent
upon, the ascension and glorifying
of Christ; but we must remember
that, while the coming down of the

Holy Ghost is  witness of
ascension-glory and divine
righteousness, and that our

association in it was consequent (in
the necessary course of the divine
ministrations) upon Christ's
entering into the glory, yet was it
withal the power to us of all that
whence it came, and into which,
and association with which, it brings
us; and so we shall see in the texts
to which | shall refer, closing with
the one which more especially
introduces me into my present
subject; "In whom" (we read in
Ephesians), "after that ye believed,
ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit
of promise, which is the earnest of
our inheritance until the
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redemption of the purchased
possession." | know that this has
been referred to gifts merely. To
these | hope to refer before | finish
this subject: but that it is not
confined to these is manifest,
however these may display it,
because, in that case, where there
were no gifts, there would be no
earnest of the inheritance: but the
Comforter Himself was to abide
forever. Besides, gifts are not
spoken of here, but the Holy Spirit
itself as the earnest; but to
confound them, is to confound the
Giver and the gift; for the Spirit
distributes of these to every man
severally as He will, and they are
only the manifestation of the Spirit
given for profit; and confounding
them  (unconsciously  perhaps)
undermines the personality and
deity of the Holy Ghost, and
confounds the power of witnessing
to others (which may be with no
vital or sanctifying power) with the
blessed and sanctifying communion
with, and anticipation of, things
hoped for and treasured up in
Christ as ours, and to be displayed
in that day. In a word, the Spirit
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which distributes the gift is not the
gift He distributes, though He be
displayed in the gift; nor are the
things in which the given power is
displayed necessarily any earnest of
the inheritance at all.

In the Galatians we find-having
shown that they were sons through
faith in  Christ  Jesus, not
servants-"And because ye are sons,
God hath sent forth the Spirit of his
Son into your hearts, crying, Abba,
Father"; clearly  distinguishing
between the regenerating power
and indwelling of the Holy Ghost,
and speaking of one as a
consequence of the other-that it
dwelt in an individual who was (and
because he was) a son of God. We
also see its distinction from a gift,
for it is put in the heart to cry,
Abba, Father. Further, we see that,
as in such sort, there, it is proper to,
and characteristic of, the
dispensation. For it is not the
portion of the heir when an infant,
and as a servant, under tutors and
governors, which they, even if heirs,
were previously, not in immediate
communion with the Father
personally. They had not the mind
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needful for it, not having the Holy
Ghost thus. But it is their portion
when they take properly the place
of sons, which they do in this
dispensation; and though they do
not as yet enter upon the
inheritance, yet are they to have
the mind renewed in knowledge
concerning it, and enter into the full
interests of the Father's house.
Again, says Peter, "We are
witnesses of these things, and so is
also the Holy Ghost, which is given
to them that believe." We find it in
similar language in Ephesians, and
Rom. 8 "If any man have not the
Spirit of Christ, he is none of his;
and if Christ be in you," etc.; and in
Ephesians: "That ye may be
strengthened with might by his
Spirit in the inner man, that Christ
may dwell in your hearts by faith."

Again, where the connection
of things hoped for, and the power
of communion in which they are
enjoyed in the certainty of God's
love, are brought together, "hope
maketh not ashamed, because the
love of God is shed abroad in our
hearts by the Holy Ghost given unto

14

IEY 52 FRUMNAL 1 - f
MEEREARSES - 1
AIEESHNAS CBE
SR LERHN - FEAX
REXPNESERE [ -

RERR : "HMAE
ESERE ; MBBRIRNE
ZARNEEN SEEE

rg 4 (1E5:32) EZE
8 EF T EAE I
o TABRBEEN
Z WAEBEEW &
BEEEMPOE..... (2
8:9-10 ) ELIFHFIE R K
fE "FEEMNE - IUR
A= R A/IEFEZR - fF
HEERMMNE - EEMR
FOE - 1 (35 3:16-17 )

BE  BHNMECE
R B8 Bt BR U A0 P9 0 58 15
SHE HINENZ
EBIE—EN - THEAR
=D - B AP Eg 48 A
MWE B ENEEZERE
HOE -, (4 55) B
& THES -



us." Again, in 2 Cor. 1, "For all the
promises of God in him are Yea, and
in him Amen, unto the glory of God
by us. Now he which stablisheth us
with you in Christ, and hath
anointed us, is God; who hath also
sealed us, and given the earnest of
the Spirit in our hearts"-a very full
and blessed passage: God, the great
Author of it all and power by which
it is wrought, establishing us in
Christ, our glorious and blessed
Head, in the communion of all like
glory with Him; in the communion
of that in which, by the fulfillment
of all the promises in their amazing
blessedness in Christ Himself, God
is glorified: and this, while we are
assumed in grace into a portion
with Him, we being the very
subjects of the blessing, not merely
in consequence but in association,
and therefore having all the
consequences. It is ours, the
promises being in Christ, to the
glory of God by us. God hath
established us in it: that is the
assurance and security. He hath
anointed us with that unction from
Himself-the Holy One-whereby we
know all things (compare the whole
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of 2 Cor. 1:7 to the end, where this
is fully explained); but then the
having the Spirit is the seal or mark
whereby we are significantly
denoted as belonging to God, as His
heirs: "If any man have not the
Spirit of Christ, he is none of his";
but being given us to dwell in us, in
that we are heirs, we have it as an
earnest in our hearts; abounding in
hope through the power of the Holy
Ghost; knowing that we are sons,
and delighting in the thought of the
inheritance, and of being like Him
who is "the firstborn among many
brethren"; and in this joy of the
Holy Ghost, filled (it may be in the
midst of much affliction) with all joy
and peace in believing, the soul
entering, as associated with Christ
(and in this lies much, and that of
the very kernel of the joy, though
not all), into all the glory in which
the promises of God are fulfilled in
Him | say, not all the joy; because it
is not only "As my Father hath
loved me, so have | loved you": a
blessing known, had communion
with by the Spirit, as our portion, of
which the glory is the display, as
enjoyed along with Him; but "that
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the world may know that thou hast
loved them as thou hast loved me".
And these things we have now, not
in possession indeed, but in (the
earnest of the) Spirit; as the same
Spirit by the apostle speaks: "These
things write we unto you, that your
joy may be full," "that ye also may
have fellowship with us; and truly
our fellowship is with the Father,
and with his Son Jesus Christ." This
is a very holy place to dwell in, one
that becometh saints-one that
nothing but the blood of Jesus
could purchase-none but God by
His wondrous work in Christ
present us faultless in the presence
of. Yet, blessed be His grace (and
the more blessed because it is holy
and enjoyed), in that we have the
Holy Spirit revealing it, giving us a
divine spiritual communion with it,
sealing us as heirs of all of it and the
power of our joy in it; this is our
place, our portion.

But the joy and blessedness of
which | speak leads me at once to
the statement, "He that believeth
on me, as the scripture hath said,
out of his belly shall flow rivers of
living water." Here again, you will
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remark, it is an individual matter
-the believer's portion, however it
may be ministered. "This spake he
of the Spirit, which they that
believe on him should receive; for
the Holy Ghost was not yet [given],
because that Jesus was not yet
glorified." Now this statement is
one of extreme importance, and
connected with the whole character
and state of the dispensation, as
being that of God's blessings, which
are beyond all dispensation, except
the fact of giving the Spirit as the
power of divine life and worship,
inasmuch as they lead into
communion with Himself.

But here, in chapter 7, we have
the gift of the Spirit consequent
upon the ascension-glory-on the
glorifying of Jesus. His brethren,
representing in their unbelief the
Jews, had proposed at the feast of
tabernacles that Jesus should show
Himself to the world. Jesus' reply
was, their time was always ready,
His time was not yet come. On the
eighth day of that feast, and
peculiar to it (the day of
resurrection, the feast of the new
week, the beginning of a new
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scene), the great day of it, Jesus
stood and cried. And as the water
out of the rock (and that rock was
Christ) followed and supplied the
children of Israel through the
wilderness, they came to keep the
feast of tabernacles as at rest in the
land; so Jesus, His people being
united to Him their glorified Head,
would so fill them with the Spirit,
that out of them should flow-not
merely out of Him to them, but out
of them should flow-rivers of living
water, even of the Spirit which
believers should receive. But it is
said, "out of his belly." Now this is
to me a blessed expression: the use
of it for the thoughts, feelings,
condition, of the inner man, is
familiar in Scripture. On this the
peculiar blessing all rests; and
herein the essential difference of
the Spirit, the Holy Ghost as now,
and when operating on prophets
before. The possession of the Holy
Ghost rested now on union, and
consequently was a constant thing,
and an earnest to the person in
whom it dwelt of his own interest in
the things it communicated. He was
brought into communion, as united
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to the Head, in all the things in
which that Head was revealed; and
he had the Spirit by virtue of his
being so united-the necessary
witness therefore of his interest in
them. And as this union was
connected with a divine nature
communicated, the mind, thoughts,
feelings, joys, sorrows, interests,
consolations, fears, hopes, and
streams of love which that nature
entered into, were now the portion
of the saint, and that, withal,
according to the power of the
energy of the Spirit, which, though
indwelling, still acted independently
(i.,e., as regards us), though,
according to the order and
revelations of the dispensation of
which He was the power, speaking
what He heard.

There is a glory in which the
Spirit now reveals Him, in which the
Church knows Him, in which,
though Son of man, He is one with
the Father; a glory which He has
taken as man, a glory with the
Father (John 17:5), and which in
itself He had with the Father before
the world was, but which He has
now taken as man, and which the
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Spirit communicates to us who are
members of His body, of His flesh,
and of His bones, and gives us
communion with Him; and which
forms the power and object of hope
to our minds. As it is written, "We
through the Spirit wait for the hope
of righteousness through faith."
That righteousness is established
for us in Christ upon the throne; for
He who bore our sins is gone to the
Father in glory. The reward and end
of that righteousness is this glory.

Which He is heir of as the
glorified man (in title as Son of God)
is, in knowledge and communion by
the Spirit, part of these living
streams. Therefore it is there
added, "Now he which stablisheth
us with you in Christ is God, who
hath anointed us, and hath also
sealed us, and given the earnest of
the Spirit in our hearts."

When the water revives the
wilderness itself, when the Son of
man actually takes the world as His
inheritance, and the Spirit is poured
out, shall it not then be glad, and
rejoice and blossom?

It is not, They shall drink of the
river from the rock, or drink of
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some common river, but, "Out of
his belly shall flow rivers of living
water"; it is the personal possession
and indwelling of the Holy Ghost.
There is another point of view
in which this indwelling of the Spirit
has its peculiar feature and
character in this dispensation. It
results from the exaltation of Christ.
The position in which He is the
witness of all things being
accomplished; and He Himself is
personally in possession of the
result of that accomplishment, and
we united to Him in it, He being
there continually. Consequently, it
is as different as possible from any
previous testimony of what was to
be, let it be ever so blessed; as
indeed the mystery was not fully
revealed, nor (as | have already
remarked as to the fact) had the
testimony they had any necessary
connection with enjoyment of the
things witnessed, no, not even
where the witnhesses were saints, as
Peter 1 shows. It was as different
also as possible from any operation
of the Spirit producing fruits, even
as the living Spirit of Christ (though
this was ever surely saving),
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because it never witnessed, and
never could witness, a living Christ
and glorified Man in the heavens,
with whom they were one, who had
accomplished all the things they
were to enjoy, and which gave the
title to, and ground of, their
enjoyment of them. This could only
exist when Jesus had accomplished
them, was in the glory, and thence
sent down the Holy Ghost, the
power of communion to those
united to Him. The thing itself did
not exist, the work was not
accomplished, and Jesus, as a man,
was not in the glory. Therefore we
read, "The Holy Ghost was not yet
given, because that Jesus was not
yet glorified."

Thus, in Rom. 8, where this
presence of the Spirit as the very
character of this dispensation is
much brought out, after showing
His moral operations (i.e., as life in
the soul), and the quickening of the
body, then spoken of as personally
dwelling in present witness with us,
He bears witness that we are
children, therefore heirs, "heirs of
God and joint-heirs with Christ, if so
be that we suffer with him, that we
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may be glorified together." Now, in
this we have the whole
case-children, the assembly of the
firstborn, put, as Israel, was in the
wilderness. Israel is My firstborn.
Next, Canaan before us, heirs of
God; for that was His land, and His
title in Israel reached from river to
river-Canaan and the wilderness,
heaven and earth; "joint-heirs with
Christ," as they of Immanuel's land;
and "if so be that we suffer," they
must pass through this world as a
wilderness simply. Now the Holy
Ghost takes up all this, and in its
two great characters-the glory and
the suffering; the glory belonging to
us as children and co-heirs; and this
we have in hope. The Spirit in the
revelation of God (for it is God)
causes us thus to dwell in the
fullness of God; and from hence we
estimate the inheritance, the
fellowship with Christ in it, and the
glory. We dwell in it in the sweet
savor of divine delight in Jesus, who
fills all things, and will in very deed
do so, and is now revealed so to us

by the Spirit. His presence, as
actually taking it, shall fill and
gladden heaven and earth,
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banishing evil. But then, now it is,
"if so be we suffer"; for the very
dwelling in this glory, and seeing in
spirit the whole creation reconciled,
brought into the liberty of the glory
of the children of God (it cannot be
of their grace), waiting for the
manifestation of these sons, make
us the more and distinctly sensible
how it groans and travails together
in bondage until now; and our body
too being part of this, it becomes
sensitive and sympathetic groaning.
Now we know this groaning of the
creation by our dwelling in the
glory, but it becomes sympathetic
because we are connected with it in
our body, and that as unredeemed.
But then it is not merely the selfish
feeling of evil. The intercession of
the Spirit in us is according to God.
The Spirit, as dwelling in us,
estimates the evil not according to
mere human pain in it, but in the
divine estimate of it, as interested
in and dwelling in them who are in
the midst of the evil, and partakers
of it as to their bodies; and all their
groans, which take up the known
groanings of the creation (for it is as
to the body which is of it), are not
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from selfish pain, but the Spirit's
sense of the evil as dwelling in us;
and though we, as to the mind and
intelligence, cannot tell what to ask
for, yet He that searches the hearts
knows what the mind of the Spirit
who dwells there is; for He makes
intercession according to God. Thus
the Spirit, that other Comforter, in
and through our hearts, feeling in
the non-. adoption of the body that
it dwells in a world groaning under
the bondage of corruption, not only
teaches from the glory, so that we
say, "We know," but expresses (in
sense of it all, yet according to God)
the need according to God, to be
met in the saints now by more
enlarged and deeper communion,
and that glory in hope which shall
put it all away.

As in the Spirit, our joy is full,
the savor of heavenly things is
fresh, our path easy. "Where the
Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty,"
there is communion which makes
all light, and we walking and
dwelling in it, and everything shines

in it. The Holy Ghost is the
communicating power of all
fullness.
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"Then began he to upbraid the
cities wherein most of his mighty
works were done, because they
repented not." Here was true grief,
and thoroughly felt as grief. There is
no true grief but where there is no
resource around; and around Jesus
had none. "Rachel weeping for her
children, refusing to be comforted
because they were not" the word to
her was, "There is hope in thine
end."

But let us look to Jesus. "In the
same hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit,
and said, | thank thee, O Father,
Lord of heaven and earth, that thou
hast hid these things from the wise
and prudent, and hast revealed
them unto babes; even so, Father,
for so it seemed good in thy sight."
"All things are delivered unto me of
my Father; and no man knoweth
the Son, but the Father; neither
knoweth any man the Father, save
the Son, and he to whomsoever the
Son will reveal him." "Come unto
me, all ye that labor and are heavy
laden, and | will give you rest. Take
my yoke upon you, and learn of me;
for | am meek and lowly in heart:
and ye shall find rest unto your
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souls." How did the rivers of water
flow forth here from this
heart-smitten rock! There was none
indeed without: but how did they
flow from the revealed depths
within! The waters gushed forth,
His own soul full, "All things are
delivered"-I  can reveal the
Father-"Come to me." How did His
pent soul burst forth from the
"Then have | labored in vain, and
spent my strength for naught!" and
in vain, as to present circumstances,
to spread these living streams in the
wilderness, which have, blessed
Lord Jesus! refreshed the Church,
and shall refresh it through the
wilderness, till it need nothing but
Thyself in Canaan. And are we not
sons? poor indeed, but still, in
exaltation of His fullness, "he that
believeth on me, out of his belly
shall flow rivers of living water."
And where the Spirit of God really
is, there is no breaking, no smiting,
no operation of patience through
the word, but brings forth more of
them; for we are associated with
infinite fullness now in Jesus.

Firstly, as quickening or giving
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life.

Secondly, as given; and thus a
well of water in us springing up into
everlasting life-thus, too, as
manifesting, or connected with the
riches of grace, making us know the
Father as seeking such to worship
the God of love, and enabling us to
worship Him in spirit and in truth,
as thus known in the grace that has
sought us-brought in by faith to
fellowship with Him, fellowship
with the Father and the Son, out of
every nation: in a word, the
dispensation of the manifested Son,
manifested to faith as One with
whom we are in union through the
Spirit-this by the gift of grace.

Thirdly, as flowing forth from
us, a river of refreshings, and this in
connection with the glory of the
Son of man; and therefore not so
much the power of worship as the
earnest of glory, and the power of
refreshing, and glorious testimony
that man in Him prevails and has
the glory; though yet he must wait
for it till He be manifested to the
world set right indeed by His
presence in that great feast of
tabernacles.
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John 3 closed proper Jewish
intercourse, showing that they must
be born again to enter into the
kingdom of God: and so was every
one that was born of the Spirit (the
cross, or the lifting up of the Son of
man, closing all present earthly
associations, and introducing
heavenly things as yet unknown). In
John 4 the Lord, having thereon left
Judea, going into Galilee passes
through Samaria, and there, with
one of the most worthless of that
reprobate race, shows the gift of
God, and the consequence of the
humiliation of the Son of God,
thereon introducing the Father's
name and spiritual worship by
grace. Thus the gospel dispensation
is introduced by it, and its worship,
sonship, and joy. In John 7 we find it
flowing forth from filled affections
to the world, the witness, though
not the accomplishment, of that
day when Jesus shall appear in the
glory witnessed of, and it shall be as
life from the dead: and that,
indeed, through His then
unbelieving brethren here below.
Chapter 4 is more large and
general, as the power of all living
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communion with God, and thus is
specially the saints' place. It
identifies itself more especially with
the present prayer of Eph. 3,
founded on the title, "Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ," though that goes
farther. Chapter 7 identifies itself
more especially with the former
part of the prayer of Eph. 1, the
portion of the Church also, it is true,
but more its hope than its
communion, and founded on the
title, "God of our Lord Jesus Christ";
looking thus at the Lord as the Head
of the body-the Firstborn among
many brethren, the Firstborn from
the dead, the Head of the body the
Church.

Christ is the displayer of the
divine glory, His Father's glory. "He
that hath seen me hath seen the
Father." He shall appear in the
Father's glory. He was on earth
"God manifest in the flesh," seen
too of angels: again, "the brightness
of God's glory, the express image of
his person." His glory too was
sonship, as of the only begotten of
the Father, as again, "the only
begotten Son who is in the bosom
of the Father, he hath declared
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him." In Him all the fullness was
pleased to dwell; and, as afterward
stated, in fact, as in good pleasure,
"In him dwelleth all the fullness of
the Godhead bodily." Thus we see
the Person of the Lord lJesus, the
place in which divine glory is in
every sense manifested. But He is
now hid in God: that is the position
which He has now taken. And
thereon the Holy Ghost is sent
down into the world to maintain
the witness and manifestation of
His glory (not brought out vyet
visibly on earth, but personally
accomplished on high, "crowned
with glory and honor"), and to be
the earnest and testimony of His
title to the earth. The Church on
earth is the place and depositary of
this. "He shall receive of mine and
shall show it unto you. All things
that the Father hath are mine:
therefore said I, that he shall take
of mine, and shall show it unto
you."

Now, the Holy Ghost, as thus
sent down from heaven, is the
witness of what Christ is there for
us towards the Father; and what His
title is as of God towards the world
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and specially therein what the
power of the hope of the calling
and inheritance of God in the saints
is. The enjoyment and testimony of
these things may be much blended
in the operations of the present
Spirit; but they are distinct.

In the earlier passages in John,
and the remarks which were made
upon them, the Holy Ghost who is
sent was spoken of as the power of
life, the power of communion, the
power of communication. In the
latter part of John and other places
the sending of the Spirit is specially
spoken of, because the absence and
going away of Christ were brought
before their minds as a present
fact; and hence the Spirit is shown
as the sustainer of the relationships
induced by the mystery of Christ
being thus hid in God, and another
Comforter sent.

It is introduced in John by the
statement made to His disciples,
"As | said unto the Jews, so now |
say unto you, Whither | go, ye
cannot come." In the earlier part of
the subsequent chapter the Lord
introduces their comfort-that He
was to be the object of faith as God
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was; that He was not going to be
alone in blessedness, and leave
them here to themselves in misery,
but going to prepare a place for
them; and that He would come
again and receive them to Himself;
that where He was they might be-a
far better thing than His being with
them in the condition they were in.
But meanwhile they knew where
He was going, and the way. This
resulted, as He explained to them,
from their knowing the Father (to
whom He was going), in knowing
Him; for He was in the Father and
the Father in Him. Thus, the great
scene into which they were brought
in the knowledge of the Person of
the Lord lJesus, and His oneness
with the Father-He in the Father
and the Father in Him-was
introduced; the scene of associated
blessedness, into which the
disciples were brought by the living
knowledge which they had of Jesus,
was declared; but the power in
which it was known and enjoyed
was not yet. But the knowledge of
the Father through the Son, as the
object of faith, was now declared,
and the subsequent display of His
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glory in the world by reason of the
exaltation of the Lord Jesus spoken
of. The Lord, then, urging
ob